Save Shies. It must be in newspaper headlines
In the Lensky district, in the south of the Arkhangelsk region, Moscow decided to build a landfill for its garbage.
The area of the landfill should be 30 square kilometers.

Barbaric plan

Although the construction of the landfill began in the summer of 2018 (without public hearing, permits and
environmental impact assessment) the project appeared only in October, after the first speeches and publications
in the independent press. The topic received publicity only thanks to local hunters, who discovered that a huge part
of the forest was cut down and in its place construction machines work…
Moscow representatives called the future landfill beautifully: the environmental technology park “Shies”. Planned
functioning time — 20 years. The planned volume is 46 million tons. Planned investment in the project
— 10.5 billion rubles. Mode of transportation — by rail. Storage method — disposal. Waste form — compressed
mixed waste wrapped in cover-up. In exchange for cut wood, poisoned water and air Moscow promised to allocate 6
billion rubles to the Arkhangelsk Region (this is 1.25 of the monthly budget of the region for 20 years of garbage
collection!) and 500 workplaces at the landfill in addition.
“Do I seem a fool to refuse money?” — the words of Governor Orlov.

Disastrous consequences

According to sanitary rules and regulations SanPiN 2.1.7.1038-01, “swamps with a depth of more than 1 m can not
be used for the landfills”. A place construction is a swamp a few meters deep. Here springs start that feed Shies
and Verkhniaia Lupia, flowing into Vychegda. Vychegda fills the waters of the Northern Dvina that goes to
the White Sea, then to the Arctic Ocean. The poisonous landfill filtrate coming into contact with the swamp
will seep into the river water.
Lobbyists of the Moscow garbage assure that the cover-up in which the compressed briquettes of garbage will be
wrapped persists up to 30 years. But in European countries that have a rich recycling experience, similar cover-up
is used only for transporting garbage and its short-term storage. In conditions of high humidity mixed garbage (and
Moscow wants to take to the North unsorted trash) will rot, fall out of the package and fall into the swampy soil.
As a result, morbidity and mortality in the North will increase by several times, and this process will be irreversible.

People's protest
Residents of the Arkhangelsk Region and the Komi Republic do not agree with the fact that the Russian North would
turn in the Moscow latrine. Across the North, protest rallies and pickets are held in cities and villages, letters
and appeals are sent to the governor of the region, deputies of the regional Assembly of the Arkhangelsk region,
the President of the Russian Federation, the General Prosecutor’s Office, the Human Rights Council, the Federal
Service for Environmental Protection, to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology of the Russian Federation,
etc. There are attempts to hold a referendum for the adoption of a law prohibiting the importation of garbage into
the territory of the Arkhangelsk region from other regions of the country. The authorities “do not notice” the rallies,
and in response to written appeals send official replies.
At the construction site of the landfill, residents of the Arkhangelsk region organized a permanent watch. By
preventing the advancement of fuel trucks, people were able to stop construction. But the builders of the landfill are
not going to surrender. On the night of March 15, several construction workers moved at night on heavy
construction machines directly to people. The man who ran the excavator smashed trees, broke the wagon in which
the activists lived, and nearly killed several people. Police called the environmentalists as perpetrators of the
incident and thereby supported the builders. Moreover, there were demands to eliminate observational posts. People
who disagreed with the requirements were detained.
On May 10 people tried to prevent the unloading of diesel fuel. Not less than 80 private security guards ran against
about 40 activists who had taken the helipad, and began to beat them. They roughly treated with women, dragging
them on concrete slabs, throwing out of the helipad. Many people had bruises and abrasions.

Russian North is not a dump! It is a reserved area, the fragile nature of which cannot endure the harmful
effects of a giant landfill. It is necessary to stop this monstrous and illegal construction.
We can do it together!
More information:
●
●

freenord.ru/shies/
facebook.com/poligonamnet/

